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ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED UI LAW CHANGE 

Electronic Communication and Filing 

 

1. Description of Proposed Change 

 

 Employers must file quarterly tax and wage reports showing the names, Social Security 

numbers, and wages paid to their employees.  Employers with at least 25 employees must file 

those reports electronically.  Electronic filing ensures that reports are not lost in the mail and reduce 

administrative costs for the Department.  Employers who make contribution payments of at least 

$10,000 annually must make those payments by electronic funds transfer; any employer may do 

so.  Current law also permits the Department to electronically communicate with employers and 

claimants who opt for that form of communication—though not all communication with the 

Department can currently be electronic. 

 The Governor’s Budget Bill (AB 68 / SB 111) proposes that the electronic filing, electronic 

communication, and electronic payment provisions be mandatory for employers and claimants 

unless the employer or claimant demonstrates good cause for being unable to use the electronic 

method.  The Department would determine good cause by rule.  The Bill also provides that the 

Department may use electronic records and electronic signatures.  The provision related to 

electronic communication will be effective when the Department has the technological capability 

to fully implement it. 

 The Department has begun the process of modernizing its unemployment insurance 

information technology systems with the expectation that a new system will result in 

administrative efficiencies for the Department and better service for employers and claimants.  

This proposal will ensure the maximization of such efficiencies and service improvements while 
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safeguarding the rights of those whose access to electronic means is severely limited or 

unavailable.   

2. Proposed Statutory Changes1 

Section 108.14 (2e) of the statutes is amended to read: 108.14 (2e)  

The department may shall provide a secure means of electronic interchange between itself and 

employing units, claimants, and other persons that, upon request to and with prior approval by the 

department, may shall be used for departmental transmission or receipt of any document specified 

by the department that is related to the administration of this chapter in lieu of any other means of 

submission or receipt specified in this chapter. The secure means of electronic interchange shall 

be used by employing units, claimants, and other persons unless a person demonstrates good cause 

for not being able to use the secure means of electronic interchange. The department shall 

determine by rule what constitutes good cause, for purposes of this subsection. Subject to s. 137.25 

(2) and any rules promulgated thereunder, the department may permit the use of the use of 

electronic records and electronic signatures for any document specified by the department that is 

related to the administration of this chapter. If a due date is established by statute for the receipt of 

any document that is submitted electronically to the department under this subsection, then that 

submission is timely only if the document is submitted by midnight of the statutory due date. 

Section 108.17 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read: 

The department may shall electronically provide a means whereby an employer that files its 

employment and wage reports electronically may determine the amount of contributions due for 

payment by the employer under s. 108.18 for each quarter. If an employer that is subject to a 

contribution requirement files its employment and wage reports under s. 108.205 (1) electronically, 

 
1 Subject to revision to ensure cross-references are corrected. 
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in the manner prescribed by the department for purposes of this paragraph, the department may 

require the employer to determine electronically the amount of contributions due for payment by 

the employer under s. 108.18 for each quarter. In such case, the employer is excused from filing 

contribution reports under par. (a). The employer shall pay the amount due for each quarter by the 

due date specified in par. (a). 

Section 108.17 (2b) of the statutes is amended to read:  

The department shall prescribe a form and methodology for filing contribution reports under sub. 

(2) electronically. Each employer of 25 or more employees, as determined under s. 108.22 (1) (ae), 

that does not use an employer agent to file its contribution reports under this section shall file its 

contribution reports electronically in the manner and form prescribed by the department, unless 

the employer demonstrates good cause for not being able to file contribution reports electronically. 

The department shall determine by rule what constitutes good cause, for purposes of this 

subsection. Each employer that becomes subject to an electronic reporting requirement under this 

subsection shall file its initial report under this subsection for the quarter during which the 

employer becomes subject to the reporting requirement. Once an employer becomes subject to a 

reporting requirement under this subsection, it shall continue to file its reports under this subsection 

unless that requirement is waived by the department.  

Section 108.17 (7) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:  

Each employer whose net total contributions paid or payable under this section for any 12-month 

period ending on June 30 are at least $10,000 shall pay all contributions under this section by 

means of electronic funds transfer beginning with the next calendar year, unless the employer 

demonstrates good cause for not being able to pay contributions by electronic funds transfer. The 

department shall determine by rule what constitutes good cause, for purposes of this subsection. 
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Once an employer becomes subject to an electronic payment requirement under this paragraph, 

the employer shall continue to make payment of all contributions by means of electronic funds 

transfer unless that requirement is waived by the department. 

108.205 (2) of the statutes is amended to read: 

Each employer of 25 or more employees, as determined under s. 108.22 (1) (ae), that does not use 

an employer agent to file its reports under this section shall file the quarterly report under sub. (1) 

electronically in the manner and form prescribed by the department, unless the employer 

demonstrates good cause for not being able to file reports electronically. The department shall 

determine by rule what constitutes good cause, for purposes of this subsection. An employer that 

becomes subject to an electronic reporting requirement under this subsection shall file its initial 

report under this subsection for the quarter during which the employer becomes subject to the 

reporting requirement. Once an employer becomes subject to the reporting requirement under this 

subsection, the employer shall continue to file its quarterly reports under this subsection unless 

that requirement is waived by the department.  

Non-statutory provision: 

(1) UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE; ELECTRONIC INTERCHANGE. The department of 

workforce development shall submit a notice to the legislative reference bureau for publication in 

the Wisconsin Administrative Register indicating the date upon which the department is able to 

implement the treatment of s. 108.14 (2e). 

3. Effects of Proposed Change 

 

a. Policy:  The proposed change will result in increased efficiencies and improved 

experiences for claimants and employers. 

b. Administrative:  This proposal will require training of Department staff. 
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c. Fiscal: A fiscal estimate is not yet available.   

4. State and Federal Issues 

 There are no known federal conformity issues with this proposal.  All changes to the 

unemployment insurance law should be sent to the U.S. Department of Labor for conformity 

review. 

5. Proposed Effective/Applicability Date 

 This proposal would be effective with the other provisions of the agreed bill.  The treatment 

of section 108.14 (2e) will take effect on the date specified in the notice published in the register.  

The provisions related to good cause would be effective after the Department promulgates a rule 

defining “good cause.” 
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FISCAL ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED LAW CHANGE 
 
Summary of Proposal:  
Employers must file quarterly tax and wage reports showing the names, Social Security numbers, and wages 
paid to their employees. Employers with at least 25 employees must file those reports electronically. Electronic 
filing ensures that reports are not lost in the mail and reduce administrative costs for the Department. 
Employers who make contribution payments of at least $10,000 annually must make those payments by 
electronic funds transfer, although any employer may do so. Current law also permits the Department to 
electronically communicate with employers and claimants who opt for that form of communication—though not 
all communication with the Department can currently be electronic. 
 
This proposal makes the electronic filing, electronic communication, and electronic payment provisions be 
mandatory for employers and claimants unless the employer or claimant demonstrates good cause for being 
unable to use the electronic method. The Department would determine good cause by rule. The proposal also 
provides that the Department may use electronic records and electronic signatures. The provision related to 
electronic communication will be effective when the Department has the technological capability to fully 
implement it. 
 
The Department has begun the process of modernizing its unemployment insurance information technology 
systems with the expectation that a new system will result in administrative efficiencies for the Department and 
better service for employers and claimants. This proposal will ensure the maximization of such efficiencies and 
service improvements. 
 
The implementation of this proposal is delayed until the Department promulgates rules when the Department 
has the technological capability to fully implement. 
 
 
UI Trust Fund Impact: 
This proposal is not expected to have a Trust Fund impact. 
 

 

IT and Administrative Impact: 
If this proposal is implemented as a part of a new system then the IT costs and administrative impacts will be 
attributed to that modernization effort. 
 
If this proposal is implemented before the modernization effort then the cost would be $49,840 for IT and 
$16,447 for administration for a total of $66,287. 
 
Trust Fund Methodology:   
Any Trust Fund impacts resulting from modern technology and ease of reporting will be attributed to the 
technology proposal. 
 
IT and Administrative Impact Methodology: 
Implementation is expected to be a part of a modernization effort. If implemented separately, the majority of the 
cost is changing hard-coded correspondence. 


